SPORTS AND STUDIES

ing yourself in body is outweighed by the
bility of bitterness of spirit if you could not play.
Understand me, I should think mighty little of
you if you permitted chagrin to make you bitter
on some point where it was evidently right for
you to suffer the chagrin. But in case I am
uncertain, and I shall give you the benefit of the
doubt. If, however, the coaches at any time
come to the conclusion that you ought not to be
in the second squad, why you must come off
without grumbling,

I am delighted to have you play football. I
believe in rough, manly sports. But I do not
believe in them if they degenerate into the sole
end of any one's existence. I don't want you to
sacrifice standing well in your studies to any over-
athleticism; and I need not tell you that character
counts for a great deal more than either intellect
or body in winning success in life. Athletic pro-
ficiency is a mighty good servant, and like so
many other good servants, a mighty bad master.
Did you ever read Pliny's letter to Trajan, in
which he speaks of its being advisable to keep the